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MINUTES

FOX CHAPEL BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING HELD JUNE 21, 2021 

PRESENT:
Walter A. Scott, III, Mayor; Andrew C. Bennett, President; Harrison S. Lauer, Frederick C. Leech, Betsy Monroe, Mandy Steele, Thomas Karet, Councilmembers; A. Bruce Bowden, Esq., Solicitor;  Gary J. Koehler, Manager; David M. Laux, Police Chief; Michael Stevens, Police Sergeant; Jeanine Mancuso, Treasurer; Shawn Marie Peterson, Borough Secretary
ALSO 

PRESENT:
Craig Card, RPC Video; approximately 12 attendees
ABSENT:
Jay S. Troutman, Councilmember
Mr. Bennett called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

MINUTES


Ms. Monroe moved that the minutes of the May 17, 2021 meeting be approved as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Lauer and passed unanimously. 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Ms. Steele moved to approve Application No. 21-06, David & Luci Massaro, 219 Hunt Road, proposed addition and site improvements, as submitted with the stipulations set forth by the EAC. Mr. Lauer seconded the motion. Following discussion by Council, the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. 


Mr. Lauer moved to approve Application No. 21-07, Cooper-Siegel Community Library, 405 Fox Chapel Road, proposed demolition and site work, as submitted with the stipulations set forth by the EAC. Ms. Steele seconded the motion. Following discussion by Council, the motion was passed by a unanimous vote.


Mr. Lauer moved to approve Application No. 20-05, Anthony Pompeo, 100 Riding Trail Lane, proposed driveway revision, as submitted with the stipulations set forth by the EAC. Ms. Steele seconded the motion. Following discussion by Council, the motion was passed by a unanimous vote.
PLANNING COMMISSION


Mr. Lauer reported that the Planning Commission met before the Council meeting to review the following:
Taylor-Mahone Lot-Line Revision Plan

The proposed Taylor – Mahone Lot-Line change involves an equal land exchange between Allegheny County Tax Parcels 225-E-58 (1 Hemingway Lane) and 225-F-165 (40 Longfellow Road). Parcel 225-E-58 will convey 3,207 square feet to parcel 225-F-165, and Parcel 225-F-165 will convey 3,207 square feet to Parcel 225-E-58.  

The Planning Commission recommends preliminary and final approval for the lot-line revision as submitted with the following conditions related to the revised Plan:

· The date of the original Plan be inserted on the revised Plan

· The side and rear set-backs be revised to reflect pre-1992 20’ set-back requirements 

· Borough Engineer review the Plan as revised

· Subject to the Allegheny County Department of Economic Development recommendations.  
Mr. Lauer moved that the Taylor-Mahone Lot-Line Revision Plan be granted preliminary and final approval subject to the above conditions. The motion was seconded by Ms. Monroe and passed by a unanimous vote.

POLICE/FIRE REPORT


Chief Laux stated Police calls are less than what they usually see this time of year. Traffic citations have increased in number in May. 

Fire calls have also increased as there are more issues on Route 28 due to the closing of the Highland Park Reconstruction Project.
ENGINEER REPORT

Mr. Koehler reported that the bid openings for the Public Works Maintenance Facility and Storage Building Solar Panels had been extended until July due to the contractors' requests.  

FINANCE REPORT

Ms. Mancuso informed Council that EIT is up  $318,000 compared to 2020. She mentioned that the Borough is up $165,000 over the base year 2019 (pre-COVID). 

She noted that the Borough submitted the application for the American Rescue Plan, and the Borough is to receive $531,300. Half of the amount will be given this year, and the remaining money next year. The money can be used for budget shortfalls, building renovations related to COVID, stormwater management, and equipment for hybrid meetings, but not limited to these examples. At the November 2021 Council meeting, Ms. Mancuso will ask Council to amend the budget due to this large amount of unexpected revenue.  

Payment of Bills


Ms. Monroe moved that the payment of bills for May 2021 (General Fund Vouchers 1431 - 1530, $391,583.87) be approved.  The motion passed with Mr. Leech abstaining from voting on the Leech Tishman invoices due to the appearance of a conflict of interest.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution No. 656

Mr. Lauer moved to adopt Resolution No. 656 authorizing LSSE to submit a grant funded under the Allegheny County Sanitary Authority GROW Program in the amount of $312,753.56 to fund a project that proposes to reduce the sewer overflow at the ALCOSAN point of connection A-78-02. The motion was seconded by Ms. Steele and passed by a unanimous vote.


RPC Video System Proposal

Craig Card from RPC Video was in attendance to discuss the AV system proposal for the Borough of Fox Chapel. This system will allow for public meetings to be broadcast via Zoom and have in-person meetings giving access to the community to participate in public meetings without having to come to an in-person meeting. 


Following review and discussion, it was moved by Ms. Steele to accept the proposal from RPC Video, which is $5,239 less than the CoStars price. All were in favor of the proposal with a Nay vote from Ms. Monroe.

Reappointments


It was moved by Mr. Karet to reappoint Ms. Peggy Jayme to the Environmental Advisory Council and Mr. Jay S. Troutman to the Park Committee as unanimously recommended by their Chairperson and Committee members. The motion was seconded by Ms. Steele and passed by a unanimous vote.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


At 7:15 PM, Borough Council adjourned into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters. At 8:12 PM, the meeting was reconvened.

NEW BUSINESS cont.


Library Donation Agreement


Following review and discussion, it was moved by Mr. Bennett to accept the Donation Agreement between the Borough of Fox Chapel and the Cooper-Siegel Community Library and move forward with the Lease Agreement. The motion was seconded by Mr. Leech and passed by a unanimous vote.

Police Promotion


It was moved by Mr. Karet to accept Jeff Clark and Craig Sorg for the Sergeant positions effective August 1, 2021. The motion was seconded by Mr. Lauer and passed by a unanimous vote.


Police Chief Salary

It was moved by Mr. Karet to establish the salary of $134,000 per year for Michael Stevens effective August 1, 2021, in his new role as Police Chief. The motion was seconded by Mr. Lauer and passed by a unanimous vote.  
There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 PM.





SHAWN MARIE PETERSON






Borough Secretary

