MINUTES/BOROUGH COUNCIL

April 19, 2021
Page 3

MINUTES

FOX CHAPEL BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING HELD APRIL 19, 2021 

PRESENT:
Walter A. Scott, III, Mayor; Andrew C. Bennett, President; Jay S. Troutman,  Frederick C. Leech, Betsy Monroe, Mandy Steele, Thomas Karet, Councilmembers; A. Bruce Bowden, Esq., Solicitor;  Gary J. Koehler, Manager; David M. Laux, Police Chief; Jeanine Mancuso, Treasurer; Shawn Marie Peterson, Borough Secretary; David Kovac, P.E., Borough Engineer
ABSENT:
Harrison S. Lauer, Councilmember

ALSO 

PRESENT:
approximately 29 attendees
Mr. Bennett called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM.

MINUTES


Mr. Troutman moved that the minutes of the March 15, 2021, meeting be approved as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Steele and passed unanimously. 
RESIDENT COMMENTS

Multiple residents were in attendance to discuss the benefits of having chickens, and one resident spoke about his neighbor’s rooster being a nuisance. Mr. Bennett stated that the Borough’s Police Department handles noise complaints. Chief Laux discussed that residents could call the Police Department to report noise complaints, and an officer will come out to the resident’s home and make a report. This report will go to the magistrate’s office, where a hearing will be held, and the magistrate will decide on the matter. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Mr. Troutman moved to approve Application Nos. 21-03, 21-04, and 21-05, all proposed construction of new single-family dwellings, as submitted with the stipulations set forth by the EAC. Mr. Karet seconded the motion. Following discussion by Council, the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. 

CONTRACT AWARD


Road Paving

Following review, it was moved by Mr. Troutman that the Borough of Fox Chapel award the Road Paving Contract to Shields Asphalt Paving, Inc., at the base bid of $550,056.40. Alternate Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 of Contract No. 21-R01 – 2021 Roadway Improvement Program brings the total to $1,071,676.23, subject to obtaining the required insurance certificates and bonds from Shields Asphalt Paving, Inc. This amount includes $21,000 for Utility Pavement Repairs, which will be reimbursed to the Borough upon completion by respective utility companies. The motion was seconded by Ms. Monroe and passed by a unanimous vote.


International Truck Chassis


It was moved by Mr. Troutman to award the contract to Hill International NA LLC via CoStars Contract No 025-127, in the amount of $96,891 for the International truck chassis. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karet and passed by a unanimous vote.


40 HP Ferris Model 5901872


It was moved by Mr. Troutman to award the contract to Hastings Hardware via CoStars Contract No. 4400020083, in the amount of $12,330.87, for a 40 HP Ferris lawnmower. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karet and passed by a unanimous vote.

SHACOG 

SHACOG received bids for spring and summer commodities.  Council was informed that it is recommended that the contracts be awarded to the low bidder in most cases.  The primary exceptions are where the low bidder cannot manufacture to our specifications, material quality, availability, or where the added travel time to the low bidder's site would more than offset any cost savings. 

Following review, it was moved by Mr. Karet that Borough staff be authorized to enter into contractual agreements for commodities the Borough requires with the vendors who can provide them. The motion was seconded by Ms. Monroe and passed by unanimous vote.  It is understood that the Borough is not compelled to purchase its requirements of these commodities from these vendors so long as alternative purchases meet legal requirements. (The tabulation page is attached at the end of the minutes).
Road Aggregate

Mr. Troutman moved that Borough staff be authorized to enter into contractual agreements for Road Aggregate commodities with the vendors who can provide them. The motion was seconded by Ms. Monroe and passed by a unanimous vote. (The tabulation page is attached at the end of the minutes).

Road Salt
Mr. Troutman moved to award the 2021 – 2022 Road Salt Contract to Morton Salt through the North Hills COG at a $72.83/ton cost. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karet and passed by a unanimous vote.

Fox Chapel Borough Building Security Modifications

Mr. Karet moved to award the contract to M.A. Dunn Construction Company for $19,825 to replace the two doors with ballistic-rated doors in the main lobby of the Borough Building. The motion was seconded by Mr. Leech and passed by a unanimous vote. 
POLICE REPORT


Chief Laux stated that the department is still investigating the burglaries that occurred in the Borough in late January.
FINANCE REPORT

Ms. Mancuso stated that EIT is up $124,000 from last year. She also noted that both pensions had had gains in the last month, which is positive. The Pension Audit will begin April 20, 2021, and should be completed by April 23, 2021. 

Payment of Bills


It was moved by Mr. Troutman that the payment of bills for March 2021 (General Fund Vouchers 1166 – 1294, $871,302.68) be approved.  The motion passed with Mr. Leech abstaining from voting on the  Leech Tishman invoices due to the appearance of a conflict of interest.

LIBRARY REPORT 


After discussion, it was decided that Mr. Koehler will request the library’s budget for 2021 to present to Council. A meeting between the library and select Councilmembers will be had to discuss future Borough funding.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS


Private Lane Names


It was moved by Ms. Steele to approve the renaming of two of the private lanes whose previous lane names were approved at the last Council meeting on March 15, 2021. The previous Croft Lane will now be known as Glen Laurel Lane, and the previous Raynor Run Lane will now be known as Raynor Lane. The motion was seconded by Mr. Leech and passed by a unanimous vote.

NEW BUSINESS

Police Department New Hires


It was moved by Mr. Troutman to approve Erik Zentgraf and Adam Logan Painter's hiring to the Fox Chapel Police Department, as recommended by Chief Laux and the Civil Service Commission. Mr. Karet seconded the motion. After discussion from Council and Chief Laux, the motion passed by a unanimous vote. 

Lease Agreement Between Fox Chapel Borough and the Fox Chapel Racquet Club

Mr. Troutman moved to approve the least between the Borough of Fox Chapel and the Fox Chapel Racquet Club. The Fox Chapel Racquet Club received a DEP permit to install a wall along the stream that borders their property to prevent flooding of their facilities. During a review of the permit, it became evident that the Fox Chapel Racquet Club constructed facilities on Borough park property in the past. Portions of the proposed wall will be constructed on Borough property. Therefore, the Racquet Club attorney, Borough Solicitor Bruce Bowden, and Gary Koehler have prepared the lease to address the issue. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karet and passed by a unanimous vote. 

Resolution No. 655

Mr. Leech moved that Resolution No. 655, establishing the Allegheny County 2020 Hazard Mitigation Plan as the official Hazard Mitigation Plan of the Borough of Fox Chapel, be adopted. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karet and passed by a unanimous vote. 

Renaming of Squaw Run Stream Discussion

Mr. Troutman moved that Mr. Koehler present two names as options for the new stream name to O’Hara Township. He stated that Trillium Run is the first preferred name and Veterans Run would be the second preferred name. Mr. Bennett seconded the motion. Ms. Steele noted that she was opposed to presenting O’Hara Township with two names. They should only give Trillium Run as a preferred name because it is a recommendation from the Three Rivers American Indian Center. She stated that the information she has been given says that when replacing a known Native American slur, it is best to use a nature name as a replacement name. Mr. Bennett, Mr. Leech, Mr. Karet, Mr. Troutman, and Ms. Monroe were all in favor of the motion with a nay vote from Ms. Steele. 


Trail Renaming

It was moved by Mr. Troutman to name the hillside trail that was the previous Old Squaw Trail connector trail on the hillside above Hardie Valley Park, Hardie Valley Overlook Trail. The motion was seconded by Ms. Steele and passed by a unanimous vote.
Reappointment Discussion


After discussion, it was decided that Borough staff will ask interested residents of the Borough to send in their resumes for Borough to keep on hand when reappointments come up in different committees. This will be done via newsletter and Borough website. 
Congress of Neighboring Communities (CONNECT) Discussion


After discussion, it was moved by Mr. Troutman that the Borough join CONNECT at an annual price of $470. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karet and passed by a unanimous vote.


 Mayor Scott thanked Ms. Monroe for coordinating the Municipal Clean-Up Day on April 17, 2021. There were approximately thirty (30) residents who came to volunteer their time cleaning up debris along the roadways in the Borough.  

Mr. Bennett informed Council that the Borough of Fox Chapel had been awarded the  2021 Banner Community Certificate of Achievement by the Allegheny League of Municipalities (ALOM). He stated that the award is given to those municipalities that display an outstanding commitment to professional development, prudent fiscal management, transparency, accountability, and proactive communications to engage community stakeholders.
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.





SHAWN MARIE PETERSON






Borough Secretary

