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MINUTES

FOX CHAPEL BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 17, 2020
PRESENT:
Andrew C. Bennett, Jr., President; Frederick C. Leech, Harrison S. Lauer, Betsy Monroe, Mandy Steele, Councilmembers; A Bruce Bowden, Solicitor; Gary J. Koehler, Manager; Jeanine A. Mancuso, Treasurer; Joy A. Hardt; David M. Laux, Police Chief; Dana A. Abate, Borough Secretary; Shawn M. Peterson; John Heyl, P.E., Borough Engineer; Dempsey D. Bruce, PWD Superintendent.
ABSENT:
Walter A. Scott, III, Mayor; Jay S. Troutman, Thomas A. Karet, Councilmembers.

Mr. Bennett called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.

PUBLIC HEARING


Mr. Bennett called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 PM and asked for comments/questions from the audience regarding Conditional Use Application 20-01.  There being none, the Public Hearing was closed at 6:00 PM.


Mr. Bennett called the Public Hearing to order at 6:01 PM and asked for comments/questions from the audience regarding Conditional Use Application 20-02.  There being none, the Public Hearing was closed at 6:01 PM.


Upon a motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the January 6, 2020, Council meeting were approved.  The motion was duly seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

PLANNING COMMISSION


Mr. Lauer reported that the Planning Commission met before the Council meeting to review the following:

Walter W. Hiller, Jr. Subdivision Plan

This subdivision is a resubdivision of 2 Willow Farms Lane, a 2-acre parcel at the intersection of Dorseyville Road and Willow Farms Road.  It is proposed to subdivide the parcel into 2, 1-acre lots. Mr. Lauer stated the Planning Commission recommended Preliminary and Final Approval.  

Accordingly, it was moved by Mrs. Monroe that Preliminary and Final Approval be granted contingent upon completion of the Sewage Planning Module. The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote. 
Conditional Use Approval Application No. 20-01 – 9 Sweet Water Lane
The Borough received a request for Conditional Use approval from John Traina to install solar panels on his home located at 9 Sweet Water Lane.  The Planning Commission indicated that it was not in favor of granting approval because the solar panels were proposed for the front roof section instead of the rear as required and offered no justification that the panels should be placed on the front roof section.
Accordingly, it was moved by Mr. Lauer that Conditional Use Application 20-01 be denied.  The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

Conditional Use Approval Application No. 20-02 – 601 Berkshire Drive
The Borough received a request for Conditional Use approval from Alex Davit to install solar panels on his home located at 601 Berkshire Drive. The Planning Commission indicated that it was not in favor of granting approval because the solar panels were proposed for the front roof section instead of the rear as required and offered no justification that the panels should be placed on the front roof section.
Accordingly, it was moved by Mr. Lauer that Conditional Use Application 20-02 be denied.  The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

VISITORS


Residents from the West Drive/Shady Lane area were in attendance to discuss private water issues with Council. Some of the issues were: water from the rear properties in the vicinity of 106 Rutledge and 98 Valley Drive; and an under-sized and unmaintained private pipe that carries the stream at Shady Lane and West Drive properties. The pipe connects to the Allegheny County’s stormwater system. A lengthy discussion followed regarding these issues. Mr. Koehler notified the residents that the Borough has dye tested its new storm water drainage pipe from Windsor Road to Shady Lane Stream and found it to be functioning properly. A backflow preventor will be added to it in the near future. Mr. Koehler informed the residents that the Borough will be testing the ground water at various points to try to determine the source (i.e., natural spring, water line break, etc.). The Borough agreed to keep in touch with the residents regarding its findings.
CONTRACT AWARDS

2020 F-250 4 x 4

It was moved by Mr. Lauer that a contract with Shults Ford Wexford via CoStars Contracts 025-040 ($30,975 – truck) and 025-021 ($21,422 – service body) in the total amount of $52,397 be approved.  The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

2020 F-550 4 x 4 Super Cab

It was moved by Mrs. Monroe that a contract with Shults Ford Wexford via CoStars Contracts 025-040 ($50,595 – truck) and 025-021 ($21,290 – service body) in the total amount of $71,885 be approved.  The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.


Fuel

It was moved by Mr. Leech that the fuel contract for the period March 1, 2020 – March 1, 2021 be awarded to Reed Oil Company based on the fixed margin price as follows. It was noted that bid specifications were sent to three fuel suppliers and one bid was received.
	 
	87 Octane
	B2 Diesel

	500 - 2,999 gallons
	0.1200
	0.1200

	3,000 - 4,000 gallons
	0.1000
	0.1000

	Winterization Additive
	 
	0.0300


The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

Sewer Lining

It was moved by Mr. Leech that the contract for lining sewer mains along Squaw Run Road East & Fox Chapel Road be awarded to Insight Pipe Contracting at a cost of $37.21 LF (8”) and $40.96 LF (10”) with an estimated total cost of $267,500 via CoStars Contract 016 be approved.   The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

SALE OF 1998 SEAGRAVE

It was moved by Mrs. Steele that the 1998 Seagrave Fire Truck be sold to the Volunteer Fireman’s Association of Liberty Borough for $42,500.  The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.
ENGINEERING REPORT


Mr. Heyl reported that the MS4 PA DEP inspection was held on February 4, 2020. The Borough passed the Compliance Evaluation Inspection with no violations. Mr. Koehler took a moment to thank the Borough staff and LSSE for being diligent throughout the years with remaining MS4 compliant.


FINANCIAL


Mrs. Hardt delivered the Mayor’s Report. She informed Council that with donations and commitments, $940,000 has been raised towards the acquisition and preservation of the Hardie property. Mr. Bennett reminded Council that the money raised has now covered the cost of the property and the remaining money raised will go towards the preservation of the property.

Mrs. Hardt reported that EIT collection for 2019 was up from 2018. She also said that the value of both pension plans increased substantially in 2019 to the point where we have no net pension liability. Mrs. Hardt also reviewed the 2019 year-end financial highlights.  

Payment of Bills

It was moved by Mr. Leech that the payment of bills for January 2020 (General Fund Vouchers 25616-25732 - $1,463.579.26 and Land Fund ARM Vouchers 1031-1039 - $491,236.70) be approved.  The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

OLD BUSINESS


Code of Conduct Policy 


Council had previously indicated a desire to establish a code of conduct policy for elected and appointed officials, Borough employees and volunteers.  Council briefly noted points of interest they would like to see included in a Code of Conduct policy. The Solicitor will prepare a draft for the next Council meeting.
NEW BUSINESS 

Crown Castle & Verizon
The Borough received a request from Crown Castle & Verizon to modify their existing telecommunications facilities at Christ Church, 630 Squaw Run Road East.  Borough staff has reviewed 
the request and accompanying information and determined that it does not substantially change the physical dimensions of the existing tower or base station, thereby eliminating the need to go through 
the Conditional Use processes.  Council was asked to waive the requirement for Conditional Use approval and allow staff to approve the application administratively. This process has been approved in the past.

 It was moved by Mr. Lauer that the modification to the existing tower at 630 Squaw Run Road East be approved, including waiver of the requirement that a formal conditional use application be filed, subject to evaluating the current camouflaging for any needed replacements/upgrades.  The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.


Borough Building Renovations

Council was asked to authorize proceeding with construction drawings and bidding for security and ADA upgrades to the Borough Building. Accordingly, it was moved by Mrs. Monroe to proceed with the drawings and bidding process. The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

Resolution No. 639

It was moved by Mr. Lauer that Resolution No. 639 authorizing the Borough Manager to file a DCNR grant application on behalf of the Borough for up to 50% of the Hardie property acquisition cost be adopted.  The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

Council Email

It was decided to move forward with Council members receiving Borough emails via the website. Each council member will have two choices: have Ms. Peterson receive their emails and respond/forward; or, manage their own emails via the Borough’s Microsoft Exchange account.

Driveway Sealcoating

Mrs. Steele brought before Council a concern of Coal-Tar-Based Pavement Sealcoat that is a source of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon contamination that can be detrimental to human and aquatic life. She feels the Borough should consider prohibiting use of these types of sealcoating products. The matter will be on the next agenda as unfinished business.

At this time, 8:25 PM, Council adjourned into Executive Session. The meeting was reconvened at 8:56 PM. 


It was moved by Mr. Leech that two consulting agreements for former employees be approved. The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.

There being no other business before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:57 PM.







SHAWN M. PETERSON
